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Chautauqua
CfiautawqfMa, Illinois

GOLDEN JUBILEE
Season

June 29th to September 2nd
1935

A Summer Resort on the Mississippi

River .... A delightful place to bring

the family for a Summer Outing

REV. M. EDWIN JOHNSON
Program Manager and Dean of Religious Work
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A Brief History of Chautauqua

By F. C. Woodrow

IN 1885, two committees were authorized to find a

Hjlocation for a Chautauqua grounds. The St. Louis

Icommittee consisted of Rev. B. St. James Fry and
|Laymen J. A. Field and F. M. Doan. The com'

mittee from Southern Illinois was J. W. Phillips, R. H.
Manier, J. A. Scarrett and F. M. Van Treese, who were
ministers. The laymen were M. R. Locke, G. W. Brown
and T. Harrison.

The committees met in Alton early in July, where they

chartered a steamer to take them up the Mississippi. As the

boat slowly steamed up the placid river, they eagerly scanned
the bluffs hoping to find a valley suitable for their needs.

It was noon, when they ordered the Captain to pull into

the shore, near the West Bluff—where Chautauqua now
stands. In front of them was a hill, a ravine as they called

it, on either side—the old maps called them Babbs' Hollow
and Little Babbs' Hollow.

The day was extremely hot, as they made their way through
a corn field, passing the Babcock cabin at the southern end
of the point that separates the two valleys.

Finding an old abandoned corn field on their right, they

walked over the dry and rotting corn stalks, where the Audi'
torium stands today, till they spied a tumbled down stable on
the site of the present Chautauqua store. Farther up the

hillside were the decaying logs of the old Sherer farm house.

They soon discovered the Spring, not as we see it today,

boxed in concrete, but flowing strongly from its home beneath
the rocks, just as the Indians found it, when it was their

favorite camping ground.

Making a hasty survey of the land, they ate their lunch,

deciding as they sat, beneath the lofty trees, to make this

land a Western Chautauqua. Prayers were offered, a hymn
was sung, as the birds sang and the blue jays screeched over'

head.

Back they went to the boat, determined to buy the land.

They found that the land belonged to a Mrs. McCairn. They
also found that they would have to buy four hundred and
ten acres, in order to control the whole valley, besides Mrs.
McCairn would not sell any part of her land, but insisted

that they buy it all. The land was purchased the following

year.

On the day of the purchase it was decided to hold the

first camp meeting, but again Mrs. McCairn entered the pic
ture, for she refused to let them use the land until the deal

was closed. The committee decided to use Babb's Hollow so

that the first meeting was held in the other valley.

Rev. L. E. Cole, of Elsah, took charge of the preparations.

Mr. M. R. Locke, of Jerseyville, was the first publicity agent

for the Chautauqua. He sent circulars to all the nearby
towns on July 13, 1885, inviting all those interested to attend

the meetings beginning Tuesday, August 25, 1885, and last'

ing one week. The first meeting was largely attended, people
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coming from St. Louis and Springfield. Illinois, as well as
from nearby towns.

The Piasa Bluffs Assembly was incorporatetd according to
the laws of the State of Illinois, July, 1885. The incorpor-
ators were Rev. B. St. James Fry, J. A. Field. F. M. Doan,
Rev. R. H. Manier, G. W. Brown, T. Harrison, M. R. Locke
and W. Armstrong.

Now they must look for money to purchase the land. Rev.
F. M. Van Treese was elected corresponding secretary. He
visited schoolhouses and churches and sold stock at fifty dol-
lars per share. Finally he had enough money to purchase the
land.

The second camp meeting was held on the present site of
Chautauqua. Rev. J. A. Scarrett was elected superintendent
of grounds. It was during his time that the land was
plotted, trees were planted and the streets laid out. The
auditorium and a few cottages were built. The first cottage
was built near the Spring for Rev. Fry. It was painted yel-
low. Later it was moved to its present location near the
Jersey gate.

In the year 1908 the Piasa Bluffs Assembly failed to meet
its obligations. In 1909 The New Piasa Chautauqua Associa-
tion was formed.

In 1889 the Assembly met from August 6th to August
27th. The price of admission was 25 cents per day; $1.00
per week and $2.00 for the season. Tents could be rented
8 by 10, $4.00; 10 by 12, $5.00. Floors, $1.50 extra. All
parties not lot owners furnishing their own tents, $1.00 for
the privileges of the grounds.

The old programs show that they had. Old Folks' Day,
Grand Army Day, Temperance Day, Book Concern Day,
Music Day and Recognition Day.

The railroads furnished transportation from St. Louis for
$1.35 the round trip. The steamers, Spread Eagle and the
steamer Alton, also ran from the Assembly grounds to St.
Louis, $1.25 the round trip.

Concessions were let in 1889 at the following prices: Lunch
stands, $15.00; Photo Galleries. $5.00; and if one will walk
to the Hillside cottage owned by Mrs. Marvel Butler they
will see near the back of the building an opening about ten
inches square where one of these photographers had his red
glass to develop plates. Watermelon stands, $5.00; Butcher
shop, $5.00; Coffee stands, $5.00: News stand. $3.00- Barber
shops, $3.00; Lodging, $15.00.

The following men have been presidents of this Associa-
tion: J. P. Woods, C. Bernet, D. W. Caughlan, J. T. Flint.
W. K. Norris, and our present president, C. M. Horner.

So down the years we come to the present day. From the
time the little band set foot on Chautauqua ground to the
present, no lovelier spot can be found.

The mighty Mississippi flowing to the sea, the Bluffs on
either side, timber covered hillside, wild flowers in bloom,
the song of birds in the trees, the lights and shadows across
the valley on a sunlit day. A fairyland under a full moon
when the valley is bathed in pale moonlight. To a lover of
nature it is the most beautiful place in the Middle West.
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GENE GERE and his DANCE BAND of Alton, have
been engaged to furnish the music for the regular Saturday
night dances at the river pavilion. Advance notices indicate
a most pleasant and enjoyable time for those who care to
dance and we are pleased to welcome these new artists on
our program.

Artists' Recitals

Miss Eleanor Larsen of

California will return for her

second year as our piano so-

loist and accompanist.

Miss Larsen has recently

completed her studies at the

University of Redlands and
Chautauqua is to be congrat'

ulated on her return.

Miss Jane Shoaf will again
be our soloist after her year's

study and work at the Curtis

Institute of Music of Phila'

delphia.

Miss Shoaf has delighted
her audiences at Chautauqua
for the past two seasons and
it is a real pleasure to have
her return this year.
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Program

Saturday, June 29, Opening Night—
10:00 A. M.—Tennis
2:30 P. M.—Base Ball Game at Athletic Field.

7:00 P. M.—Opening Program and introduction of offi-

cers and committees.

8:00 P. M.—Talking Pictures.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at River Front Pavilion.

Sunday, June 30—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.

11:00 A. M.—Sermon, Rev. A. B. George, M. E. Church,

St. Louis, Mo.
7:30 P. M.—Artists" Recital, Misses Shoaf and Larsen.

Monday, July 1—
10:30 A. M.—Nature Study, Junior Audubon Club.

Topic: "The Birds I Know."
7:30 P. M.—Children's Night.

Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, July 2—
10:30 A. M.

—"Weeds or Flowers?" Prof. Wendell F.

Shay, St. Louis, Mo.
8:00 P. M.

—
"Conservation of Wild Life," illustrated

with pictures, Prof. W. F. Shay.

Wednesday, July 3

—

10:30 A. M.
—

"Chemistry of Plant Life" (with experi-

ments), Miss Ernestine Long, St. Louis, Mo.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, July A—
10:00 A. M.—Roque and Shuffleboard Contests.

2:00 P. M.—Baseball—Matched Game.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

8:30 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

9:00 P. M.—Fireworks at River Front.

Friday, July 5

—

10:30 A. M.—Nature Study. Topic: "The Terrible Ter-

mite," Prof. J. A. McCollom, East St.

Louis, 111.

9:00 P. M.—White Elephant Sale—Benefit Boys' and
Girls' Clubs.

Saturday, July 6—
9:30 A. M.—Horse Shoe and Shuffle Board Elimination

Contests.

2:30 P. M.—Baseball.

7:30 P. M.—Talking Pictures and Singing.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

9:15 P. M.—Men's Club Annual Jamboree at Wickiup.

Sunday, July 7

—

9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.
11:00 A. M.—Sermon, Rev. Chas. W. Tadlock, D. D.,

Centenary M. E. Church, South St. Louis.

7:30 P. M.—Gospel Song Fest at the Auditorium.

Monday, July 8—
10:30 A. M.—Junior Audubon Club. Topic: "Birds I

Sheltered in My Boyhood Days," Dr. H. C.

Nicks, St. Louis, Mo.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

<> <> <> #* -a>;;::<> <> *a* <>•>:> ."'-a*- <> <>•»:



> <> <> <> <> :> >3Bv.3-»>\>»>, :> >a* >a*- ::<>. :<>?::;«

Program . . . Continued

Tuesday, July 9

—

10:30 A. M.—Pilgrimage to Marquette State Park with

Picnic Dinner at Park.

1:00 P. M.—Address, "From McAdam's Peak," Mr.
John D. McAdams, Alton, 111., sponsor
Marquette Illinois State Park.

Wednesday, July 10—
10:30 A. M.—Topic: "Robert Ridgeway Memorial," Mrs.

J. D. Makinney, Alton, 111.

7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, July 11—
Schwarz, St. Louis, Mo.

10:30 A. M.
—"When Is a Bug Not a Bug " Herman

7:00 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

8:00 P. M.—"Our National Forests" (illustrated), Her-
man Schwarz, St. Louis, Mo.

Friday, July 12—
10:30 A. M.

—
"Natural Wonders on Land and Sea," Mrs.
Eugene Gaskins, Alton, 111.

7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, July 13—
9:30 A. M.—Horseshoe and ShufFleboard Finals.

2:30 P. M.—Baseball Game.
7:00 P. M.—Talking Pictures and Group Singing.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, July 14—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.
11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "The Enchantment of Uncer-

tainty," Rev. T. W. Uber, Ream's English

Lutheran Church, St. Louis.

Music by their Boys' Choir.

7:30 P. M.—Special Service at the Auditorium.

Monday, July 15—
10:00 A. M.—Shuffleboard Contests.

7:30 P. M.—Children's Night and Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, July 16—
10:00 A. M.—Tennis Matches at Senior Court.

2:00 P. M.—Swim Races at Pool.

Wednesday, July 17—
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, July 18—
10:00 A. M.—Swim Races at Pool.

7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday, July 19—
10:00 A. M.—Tennis at Senior Courts.

7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, July 20—
9:30 A. M.—Cork Ball League Eliminations.

11:00 A. M.—Volley Ball Game.
2:30 P. M.—Baseball Game.
7:30 P. M.—Talking Pictures at Auditorium.
9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.
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Program . . . Continued

Sunday, July 21—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.

11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "Pagan Reaction or Christian

Response," Rev. Harold L. Reader. D. D.,

Webster Groves Baptist Church, Webster
Groves, Mo.

7-30 P M—Special "Mothers' Service," auspices L. C.

I. A.

Monday, July 22—
10:30 A. M.—Lecture, "The Message of Amos For To-

day." Rev. Harold L. Reader.

7:30 P. M.—Talking Pictures (Children's Nite).

Tuesday, July 23

—

10:30 A. M.
—"The Message of Jeremiah For Today,"

Rev. Harold L. Reader.

Wednesday, July 24—
10:30 A. M.

—"The Message of Paul For Today," Rev.

Harold L. Reader.

7:30 P. M.—Community Sing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, July 25

—

10:30 A. M.
—"The Message of Jesus For Today." Rev.

Harold L. Reader.

7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday, July 26—
10:30 A. M.

—
"Personal Religion," Rev. Harold L.

Reader.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, July 27

—

9:30 A. M.—Cork Ball League Finals.

11:00 A. M.—Hand Ball Games.
2:30 P. M.—Baseball at Athletic Field.

7:30 P. M.—Talking Pictures.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, July 28

—

Women's Christian Temperance Union Day
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.

11:00 A. M.—"Womanhood's Debt to Jesus Christ."

Mrs. A. W. Judd, Edwardsville, 111.

7:30 P. M.—Recital, Misses Shoaf and Larsen.

Monday, July 29—
7:30 P. M.—Children's Request Night, Songs and Talk-

ing Pictures.

Tuesday, July 30

—

9:30 A. M.—Registration Day for Open Tennis Tourna-
ment.

2:00 P. M.—Swim Races at Pool.

Wednesday, July 31

—

7:30 P. M.—Community Sing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, August 1—
7:30 P. M.—Midweek Service at Chapel.

Friday, August 2

—

2:00 P. M.—Tennis Matches.
7:30 P. M.—Talking Pictures.

<> «* <> <> <> :>
•
.-•»> •:> <> <> >:>; #&:&&.:>a»:



:> ::<>,. **. >:>, <> >&<>&<>&<>&<>9R<:&f&. :<>,,"<>;:.:^K

Program . . . Continued

Saturday, August 3

—

9:30 A. M.—Baseball, Chautauqua Juniors vs. Grafton.
10:00 A. M.—Open Tennis Eliminations.

2:30 P. M.—Baseball Game.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, August 4—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at Auditorium.

11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "Celestial Orchestra," Rev. Charles
Hay Morton, First Presbyterian Church,
Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Monday, August 5—
7:30 P. M.—Children's Night, Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, August 6—
8:00 P. M.—Special Music at Pavilion.

Wednesday, August 7

—

7:30 P. M.—Community Sing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, August 8—
7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday, August 9—
2:00 P. M—Tennis Matches.
7:30 P. M.—Community Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, August 10—
9:00 A. M.—Ping Pong Tournament.

10:00 A. M.—Annual Children's Day Program. Special

events during day under auspices of L. C.

I. A.
9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, August 11—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at Auditorium.
11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "The Future Outlook," Rev. Alex.

Asher, Memorial Presbyterian Church, St.

Louis.

7:30 P. M.—Special Service, L. C. I. A.

Monday, August 12—
7:30 P. M—Children's Night, Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, August 13—
7:30 P. M.—Music at Pavilion.

Wednesday, August 14—
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, August 15—
7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday, August 16—
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, August 17—
9:30 A. M.—Mixed Doubles, Ping Pong Tournament.

11:00 A. M.—Volley Ball Game.
2:30 P. M.—Baseball Game.
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, August 18—
9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at the Auditorium.

11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "The Diamond Mine," Rev. G. E.

Whitten, First M. E. Church, Alton, 111.

7:30 P. M—Chapel Service, Rev. M. E. Johnson.
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Program . . . Continued

Monday, August 19—
11:00 A. M.—Bible Lecture, "Being Good Without Try-

ing,"' Rev. G. E. Whitten.

7:30 P. M.—Children's Night, Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, August 20—
11:00 A. M.—Bible Lecture. "The Great Love Story of

the Old Testament," Rev. G. E. Whitten.

Wednesday, August 21—
11:00 A. M.—Bible Lecture, "The Folly of Getting

There," Rev. G. E. Whitten.

7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, August 22

—

11:00 A. M.—Bible Lecture. "Did Jesus Destroy the

Law?" Rev. G. E. Whitten.
7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday. August 23

—

11:00 A. M.—Bible Lecture, "What Happens After

Death. According to Jesus." Rev. G. E.

Whitten.
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, August 24—
9:30 A. M.—Roque Finals.

2:00 P. M.—Baseball Game.
4:00 P. M.—Swimming Races at Pool.

7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

9:00 P. M.—Dancing at Pavilion, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, August 25

—

9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at Auditorium.
11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "What God Means To Us." Rev.

W. L. Hanbaun. First M. E. Church, Jer-

seyville, 111.

7:30 P. M.—Recital, Misses Shoaf and Larsen.

Monday, August 26—
7:30 P. M.—Children's Songs and Talking Pictures.

Tuesday, August 27

—

2:00 P. M.—Swim Races at Pool.

Wednesday, August 28—
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Thursday, August 29—
7:30 P. M.—Midweek Prayer Service at Chapel.

Friday, August 30—
2:00 P. M.—Annual Swim Events at Pool.
7:30 P. M.—Singing and Talking Pictures.

Saturday, August 31—
9:30 A. M.—Tennis Tournament Finals.

2:00 P. M.—Baseball Game.
4:00 P. M.—Canoe Tilting at Pool.
5:00 P. M.—Mardi Gras Celebration, Auspices L. C. I. A.
9:00 P. M.—Farewell Dance, Gere's Orchestra.

Sunday, September 1

—

9:30 A. M.—Sunday School at Auditorium.
11:00 A. M.—Sermon, "The Laborer's Reward," Rev. J.

F. Odom. The Windsor M. E. Church, St.

Louis.

7:30 P. M.—Special Service at Auditorium.

Monday, September 2—
10:00 A. M.—Championship Ball Game, Married Men vs.

Single Men.
7:30 P. M.—Closing Program and Talking Pictures.
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Ladies' Civic Improvement Association

This excellent group of ladies working with a close co-op-

eration between its officers and members have done much
to make the Chautauqua summer seasons successful. Per-

sonal interest in the social activities and assistance in the

management makes the work of this group highly commend-
able.

A Craftshop and Lending Library

in charge of Lucy C. Catlin, will be available to all visitors

during the season at the Springs Hotel. Articles of handi-

craft work will be offered for sale at reasonable prices.

Accommodations

The Springs Hotel, operating under the direction of the

Ladies' Civic Improvement Association, with Mr. and Mrs.
Oliver Brockman, of East St. Louis, in Charge.

The Kentucky Home offers reasonable rates for rooms and
board. Operated by Mrs. Kathryn Burnett.

The King's Daughters' Cottage offers excellent rates for

employed women and girls.

The Summer Rest, under the direction of the Woman's
Christian Association, offer homelike facilities for vacation

period to employed women and girls at very reasonable rates.

The Willard and other cottages are available for guests and
rates can be obtained at the Administration Building.

The Cafeteria, newly decorated and refurnished, will serve

the same delightful home-cooked food as always, and Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Wilson will welcome you.

The New Midway, entirely rebuilt and equipped to serve

you in the most improved manner, will be operated by Mr.
Leslie Yungck, of Alton.

The Station Confectionery will be operated by Mr. Joseph
Newland and his delightful family, who will again serve you
in their gracious manner.

The Chautauqua Store, in charge of the Brainards, will

again serve you with a complete line of groceries, fruits and
vegetables.

The Gasoline Station, with Mr. George Fries in charge,
will attend to all your automobile needs.

Protection and Safety will be assured by the constant polic-

ing of the grounds by uniformed officers and deputies under
the supervision of the Sheriff of Jersey County.

How to Reach Chautauqua

Telephone—Long distance lines to Alton, Illinois, ex-

change with all calls answered promptly.

U. S. Mail—Branch post office with outgoing and incom-
ing mail deliveries twice daily.

Proper Address—Chautauqua, Illinois.
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Auto Routes—From St. Louis, take any city street or

routes to Superhighway No. 99, crossing the rivers over the

Lewis and Clark bridges. Follow U. S. 67 thru Alton and

turn left on Illinois 109 at sign marked to Chautauqua. Dis-

tance from St. Louis, 42 miles.

From East St. Louis and other East Side cities—follow U.

S. 67 to and thru Alton, Illinois, for about 12 miles, turning

left on Illinois Route No. 109 at sign marked Chautauqua.

Railroad

The Illinois Terminal Railroad is offering additional service

during the Chautauqua season with attractive round trip rates

between St. Louis, Alton and Grafton, as follows:

Summer Schedule—Effective June 15 to September 30, 1935

Northward

Lv. St. Louis



Officers and Directors
CHARLES M. HORNER, President

East St. Louis, 111.

JUSTIN T. FLINT, First Vice-President
St. Louis. Mo.

FRED H. BERNET, Second Vice-President
St. Louis. Mo.

WM. C. HILMER, Treasurer
St. Louis. Mo.

WM. E. CAULFIELD, Secretary
St. Louis. Mo.
E. J. BRYON
Alton, 111.

D. W. CAUGHLAN
East St. Louis, 111.

W. K. NORRIS
St. Louis. Mo.

ED. B. MERIWETHER H. L. SCHNURE
Alton, 111. St. Louis. Mo.

ARNOLD ZERWECK W. J. NIERGARTH
East St. Louis, 111. Webster Groves, Mo.

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR THE YEAR 1934-3

ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
Fred H. Bernet, Chairman Ed. B. Meriwether, Vice-Chairi

INSURANCE COMMITTEE
D. W. Caughlan, Chairman Arnold Zerweck, Vice-Chairm:

CONCESSION COMMITTEE
Wm. E. Caulfield, Chairman

TICKET COMMITTEE
Herman L. Schnure, Chairman Elbert J. Byron, Vice-Chairms

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Wm. K. Norris, Chairman lustin T Flint, Vice-Chairmarj

Fred H. Bernet, Vice-Chairman

UTILITIES COMMITTEE
Chas. M. Horner, Chairman Justin T. Flint, Vice-Chairman

POOL COMMITTEE
Justin T. Flint, Chairman Wm. J. Niergarth, Vice-Chain*

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Wm. J. Niergarth, Chairman Wm. E. Caulfield, Vice-Chair™

CHURCH SERVICES
Elbert J. Byron, Chairman Arnold Zerweck, Vice-ChairmaB

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
Wm. C. Hilmer, Chairman Wm. K. Norris, Vice-ChairmarT

MRS. W. K. NORRIS
President, Ladies' Civic Improvement Association

REV. M. EDW. JOHNSON
Dean of Religious Work

FRANK CRAIG PRICE SHOEMAKE
President, Men's Club Secretary, Men's Clu






